
NOTES  AND  REFERENCES

Court of the  Exchequer:  this  was  originally a revenue court  developed out of the  judicial
branch  of the  Exchequer, and  acquired a general  common-law jurisdiction.  It  became  a
division  of the  High Court  of  Justice  in 1875, and is now merged in the  King's  (Queen's)
Bench Division.
1. A.  Colin  Cole, Two  Barons  of the  Exchequer, Coat  of Arms, Vol.  8, No. 64  (October,

1965), p.318.
Testamenta Ebaracensia, Vol.  4, Surtees  Society (1869), pp.102—7.
Cole, op.  cit.
Edward  Foss, The  Judges  of England, London (1848—64), Vol.  4, p.408.
Cole, op.  cit., states that  this occurred  in  1461.
The  illustration  in  Cole  of the  Cowthorpe brass shows  the  Roucliffe molet  as  invariably

pierced, and  despite  the  blazon  I  have so drawn it.
7. Bernard  Burke, The  General Armory, London  (1884), p.865 Roclifl‘e  and  Rocklifl‘e; p.875

Rowcliffe. The  Rouclifl‘e  spelling does  not  appear.
I  thank  Dr Bernard  Juby, one of our  Birmingham  members, for not  only interesting me in

Rouclifl'e, but  also  sending me  a  photocopy of  information including that  in Ref. 2. He

also  supplied  much else besides.  Much of it was  confirmed  in difi'erent  ways  in the  many
notes  to the  long and  illustrated  article  referred  to in  Ref.  1, which  was  a  useful  find.
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THE  JOURNAL  OF  ELIZABETH WOODVILLE

Many members of the Society will  have heard  of this Journal, and wondered
if such  a  thing existed  and, if so, what it was.  They will  therefore  be interested
in the following notes.

It seems  best  to say at the  outset  that  a  Journal, or Diary, of Elizabeth
Woodville does not, as  such, exist, and probably never has done. That is
not, however, the end of the story. Readers of  Strickland’s  Lives  of the  Queens
of England  will have  seen a note  in the Life of Elizabeth Woodville that there
existed  a  ‘  well  known  and  amusing paper  ’  called the Journal of that  queen
(Vol.  3, London, 1841, p.310) which  dealt  with  her life  just  before she married
her first husband John Grey. Strickland was in no  doubt  that  this  ‘  paper  ’
was not genuine, nor was MacGibbon in his  Life  of Elizabeth Woodville
(London, 1938, p.18, note 2). MacGibbon describes it as pure imagination.
Neither author quotes from it, however, so that to find out more it was neces-
sary to  follow  up the references  given  by the latter. The relevant  ones  are
to the  Church  Times  (11th February, 1898, p.159) and The  Histmy and  Anti-
quities  of Charnwood Forest, by T. R. Potter (London, 1842, pp.108-9).  Both
of these sources  have  quotations  from  the Journal, oddly enough  virtually the
same quotation, differing only very slightly from each  other, for  a ‘  Thursday
morning.’ Potter adds the information in brackets that it was 10th May,
1451, but  this  was in fact  a  Monday.  Reading the quotations confirms  that
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there is something rather odd  about them, and that the Journal is undoubtedly ‘
a work of  pure  imagination. The language and sentiments expressed are
those of the late eighteenth or early nineteenth century, and not by any stretch
of the imagination could they belong to the fifteenth. The following brief
(and  amusing) extracts  quoted from  Potter  will show the flavour of the whole:

Thursday morning—Rose  at four  o’clock, and helped Katherine to milk
the  cows:  Rachel, the other dairy maid, having scalded  her hands in a
very sad manner last night. Made  a  poultice for Rachel and gave Robin
a penny to get her something comfortable from the  apothecary’s  .  .  .
Ten  o’clock—Went  to dinner. John Grey one of our  visitants—a most
comely youth—but  what’s  that to me? A  virtuous  maiden should be
entirely under the direction of her parents. John stole  a  great many
tender  looks  at me .  . .  John Grey likes white teeth—my teeth are of  a
pretty good  colour  I  think, and my hair is as black as  jet, though'I  say it
——and John, if  I  mistake  not, is of the same  opinion.
Eleven  o’clock—Rose  from  table, the company all  desirous  of walking
in the fields. John Grey would lift me  over  every stile, and twice he
squeezed  my hand  with  great vehemence .  .  .
Three o’clock—Poor  farmer  Robinson’s  house burnt down by an acci-
dental fire. John  Grey proposed a subscription among the company,
and  gave  a matter of no less than five pound himself to this benevolent
intention. Mem. Never saw him look so comely as at  that  moment  .  . .

The  only other remark it seems necessary to  make  about the contents of
this  document is  that  it is generally accepted that  Elizabeth’s  hair was fair,
certainly not jet black.

The problem is, of course, why such  a  fabrication should be  made, and
when it  originated.  So far as can be seen it has  only appeared twice in print,
Potter’s  being the  first.  He  gives  no source at  all,  but implies  that  his quotation
for 10th May is  only an extract. In the introduction to the  extract  in the
Church Times  is the remark  that  it was taken from an old manuscript  preserved
at  Drummond  Castle (presumably that in Perthshire), but this may or may
not be  true.  It may even have been carelessly copied from  Potter’s  book.
It does not  perhaps  matter  that  much, given  that the Journal is such an obvious
forgery.  This  leaves the  question  of why.  Here  one can only speculate.
It is, of  course, a  fact  that  literary forgery was what one  might  call a thriving
industry in the late eighteenth century, with  Chatterton  writing his fake fifteenth
century ‘ Rowley ’  poems, and Ireland writing ‘  Shakespeare  ’  plays. There
is, in fact, another  Elizabeth  Woodville forgery in  existence.  In a little known
annual The  Literary Souvenir  (edited  by Alaric  Watts, London, 1827) appears
a piece  called ‘  Elizabeth  Woodville: an Autographic Sketch of the 15th  Cen-
tury,’ by Miss  Benger (pp.37—61). This  purports to be  a  letter written by a
‘  bosom  friend and kinswoman ’ of Elizabeth, addressed to a noble lady in
France. It describes episodes in the life of the Queen, and its  quality may be
judged  from the fact  that  the  ‘  bosom  friend  ’  believes Elizabeth to have had
three children by John Grey, and to have  (onCe  more) jet black hair. The
language  and  sentiments  are again typical of the early nineteenth century.
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Miss  Banger  was Elizabeth Benger, a  novelist and  author  of historical works,
and it seems probable  that  she allowed herself to mix the two forms.  Perhaps
someone  else  (Miss Benger died  in  1827) read her work, and was inspired to
produce the Journal.

THE  KING’S HERMIT

Beside St  Simon’s  Ford on the River Cover, near Middleham, are the ruins
of  a  small  chapel, some  57ft by 24ft.  It was built in the early fourteenth
century by Sir  Ranulph Piggott  of Melmerby as  a chapel  of  ease for the inhabi-
tants of Melmerby and  Scrafton, who found it difficult to get to the  parish
church in bad weather. Its  particular interest  to members lies in the fact that
it was  looked  after by a hermit (appointed by the Abbot of Coverham) who,
in the last years of the  chapel’s  existence (it fell into decay at the Dissolution),
was apparently known as the ‘  King’s Hermit.’ This  title  was,  it is said, in
memory of Richard III.  This  information is  given  in an article in the  York-
shire  Archaeological Society Journal  (Vol. 25, 1920, pp.278—80),  but  unfortu-
nately no proof is  ofi‘ered  for it. One wonders if it is  a  tradition which developed
long after  the  sixteenth  century, or one for which documentary evidence can
be ffiund? lThanks are due to Mr W. E. Hampton for drawing my attention
to  t  is attic e.

RICHARD III’S TYTYLLE  AND  RIGHT

An interesting fcotnote to the article of this title in the last  Ricardian  has been
provided by Mr  Robert  Thornton. He points out  that  under the old Norman
laws younger sons  could  inherit authority, even if an older son was still  alive,
and that  Saxon  law allowed the  same.  King John ascended the throne, as
the  most  suitable candidate, while a son of his elder brother was still alive.
It is agreed  that  there  was no generally accepted law for the succession to the
throne in the fifteenth  century (for  example  see S. B. Chrimes,  English Con-
stitutional  Ideas  in the  Fifteenth Century, Cambridge,  1936,  pp.22—24), and it
is perhaps rather curious that no claimant to the throne mentioned these old
laws of the realm.  They could have  been  aware of them as  providing pre-
cedents, but regarded the strict  rule  of primogeniture as  more  important by
this time. The Yorkist claim in particular depended on  this.

THE  DEATH  OF  HENRY  VI

The  question  of whether or not Henry VI was murdered, and if so by whom,
has  been  debated for  some time.  It was stated by the victorious Yorkists in
1471 that  he died of ‘ pure displeasure and  melancholy,’ a  View  generally
disregarded. It does remain a possibility that his death could  have  been
accidental. Mrs Alwyn Allen points out that when his  grave  was  opened in
1910  it was found  that  Henry had a very thin skull. The skull was  damaged,
which could  have  been by a blow or, as she  suggests,  have been caused by
the King’s  falling suddenly and striking his  head  on a  hard stone floor. She
does on to say that  Charles  VIII  of France,  a  distant cousin of Henry’s,  died
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in a curiously similar manner by knocking his head on  a  low gateway. He
at first showed no ill  effects, but some hours later  collapsed, lost the power
of  speech, and died  9  hours afterwards. It has been  suggested  that Henry
inherited porphyria from his French ancestors  (Ricardian, No. 43, 1973,
pp.l4—15); perhaps he  also  inherited  a  thin skull.

Notices  of  Books  and  Articles
THE FOLLOWING list consists of  recent books  and articles, mainly published
within the last  twelve  months, although a few earlier publications are  included.
The appearance of an item in this list does not  preclude  its subsequent  review.

BOOKS

Roytg Faces:  900  Years  of British Monarchy, 64  pages, 1977, H.M.S.0.,
£2.5 .

Each  monarch  is portrayed  using coins, carvings,  seals, effigies, paintings
and photographs.

National Maritime Museum: Catalogue of the Library, Vol. 5, Naval  History,
Part  l—The Middle  Ages  to  1815, 218  pages, 1977, H.M.S.0., £12.
T. H. Lloyd, English  Wool Trade  in the  Middle Ages, 351 pages, 1977, Cam-
bridge University Press, £12.50.

The wool trade was a  most important source  of revenue to England in the
Middle  Ages, and influenced the economic and political  fortunes  of  many
different parts of society.

I. R. Lander, Conflict  and  Stability in  Fifteenth  Century England, 3rd edition,
220  pages, 1977, Hutchinson, £5.50, or £2.75  (paperback).
-  This  important study of  fifteenth  century England has  been  thoroughly

revised.
Constance  Hieatt  and Sharon Butler, Pleyn Delit: Mediaeval  Cookery for
Modern Cooks, 192  pages, 1977, Toronto University Press, £5.95.

Contains over 100 mediaeval  recipes  translated and adapted for  twentieth
century cooks.

M. G. A. Vale, Piety, Charity and  Literacy among the  Yorkshire Gentry,
1370—1480, 32  pages, 1976,  St Anthony’s Press, 60p (paperback).

ARTICLES

Richard J. Walsh, Charles the  Bold  and the Crusade: Politics and Propaganda,
Journal  of Mediaeval History, Vol.  3, No. l,  1977, pp.53—86.

A description  of the  pressures  put on Charles to support  a  crusade, and his
response to them. His attitude towards the crusade is used to support the
view that he was less rash than the traditional view  allows.

K. R.  Dockray, The Troubles of the Yorkshire  Plumptons,  History Today,
Vol.  27, No. 7, 1977, pp.459—466.

The story of a West Riding family of "Percy retainers whose land-holdings
suffered from  legal  disputes and events during the Wars of the Roses.
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